
Relocating to France
More and more people are moving abroad these days and France is one favourite destination. Its not surprising people are choosing France as the

country has a style and look of its own and is steeped in history, it is also well known for its love of the arts and architecture. The country has a

population of 64.1 million with 51% being catholics the other half pretty mixed. Its economy is the sixth largest in the world, the currency being Euro or

French Franc and the size of the country is 674,843km2.

France has a significant English speaking expat population, which mostly consists of retired and so called inactive expats which are people below

retirement age but not working.

France has plenty to offer families and singles wishing to emigrate to the country. It is an exciting place to live but not easy unless you learn the

language. The French take pride in their languages and foreign languages are not commonly spoken. There are bilingual schools but even so you

should really be thinking about teaching your whole family the language. There are plenty of French language schools offering courses to foreigners.

With regards to employment there are plenty of opportunities however you really will have to learn the language. The French government (Unitary

Republic) are very committed to encouraging the unemployed back to work. The French state benefit is one of the most lucrative of the developed

world. The jobless in France are very well compensated for when out of work. If your planning on moving to France you can be safe in the knowledge

that you will be looked after by the state if you were to lose your employment in the future.

If you are looking for property in France then you will find your money will go further. Property prices are on average substantially lower than property

in the UK. Location makes a large difference on pricing as does the age of a house. Newer houses are a lot more expensive than older houses and

property in the city’s are a lot more expensive than those in the country side. In fact you can live a good life in France for much less than it would cost

you to have a similar lifestyle in the UK. That and the lower property prices are nothing but enticing.

France has an excellent healthcare system but you will have to register with their mairie within 3 months of living permanently in the country. This is to

provide evidence that you have financial resources to live there. You will also need evidence of personal medical insurance.

While France has many attractions to foreign nationals looking to relocate, there are a number of areas which need to be addressed. While there are

genuine gaps in the employment market which can be exploited by overseas workers, the downside is the taxation situation.

It is easy to see why France has the most foreign visitors of any other country in Europe and why more and more people are relocating there. However

relocating to France requires careful planning and an appreciation of the cultures of this beautify country.
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